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Doer Steve, 



Your welcome letter of the £2nd hes just arrived* ^>n the books, my 
wife will check thfit out* It seems right, for now that you remind me, A do 
6eem to recall ^our reporting not having received e shipment* Thst wes probably 
the one we didn't insure! She is in a condition such as you describe, bo thet 



may be a few days* 
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la order to. speed up your gettiug on a Hose memo, 1 have written 
|0Ui3 f with e copy for him to initial and send to you* If he is out of the 
office, or if you aueak to him before you hear from him, by all means ask him, 
for it is furejfot fit that this to done es soon ee possible* 

Ipr understand, appreciate and approve your reluctance to violate whet 
you regard as o confidence* However, it doee indicate a few things 1 do not 
find encouraging, an abdication, an uncriticalnesa end e failure to do your 
own thinking* These 1 will address, not for the purpose of criticism, but eo 
that you con do your own thinking *nd 3©e if you enn reach your own con clue ions* 

. 

lor a year now, it has been clear that, right or wrong, im has 
cleiiiBd ownership, sp to opeek, of ell eesessinction inquiry, including the 
unquestioned right to use the property of other e a a though it wars hi a own* 

The question you should ack, as by now you should have asked, suppose ho is 
wrong? Chat then? flhet happens to the rest o f us, sincere people with Bin- 
cere interests and principles hot in any way inferior to hieV What happens 
to what he aeoka? How, under such circumstances, cen ws help him beat, if not 
ourselves? Whet is or would be the proper couree? 

Aside from the possibility of ^redley, what is inherent in your 
letter as it is in my belief is the acknowledgement that ell the California v 
work has at best been a weste of time. At worst it is the ruin of the case, 
for while ho wea exhausting himself where he has no jurisdiction, where he was 
ueing his official capacity to pursue investigations he could not take to 
c court, no totter how commendable this might be, ho was doing obaolutely nothing 
where he had jurisdiction, nothing on the Shaw case, nothing on the other 
possible cases* as b consequence, all is now in jeopardy* More^ much really 
good material is now vrorthlose* And the credibility- level ofy everyone* haa been 
very much lowered* How on Brodley, where 1 also believe he whs wrong and think 
I know whv and how, ask yourself this: is it proper to rucke charges in advance 
of investigation? Or should the iavr. stigutlon ferst be completed? 

The why and how will have to wait until we meet sgein* I do ask you 
to try and recall tho opinions 1 gave you when I woa there* Terhaps you paid eo 
little attention you do not recoil, hut I did ofior you an opinion of Jim* Ask 
Maggie if you ero not certain op do not recall* I think she will# Cnee you have 
this in mind, then eak yourself if your course is and has teen the well-thought 
out one* If not, what may be the consequence ( s)V > *•; 
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May I aujyest to you that tny opinion has now boon xn ii established 
<hs ruct to several corn; ctent If not scientific observers. Including eoiao oT 
bis people* Then I furthor suggest that this vms accomplished by others, wbo 
began with this intention, n the course of earlier correspondence, x neve named 
those people to you. "hatha i* or not they were independent, whether ox not “hey 
bad high motive, i 3 really not materiel, "hat tney did i3 what counts, am ?-hat 
they may yet do. These thlng 3 elonc are my concern in what hnvo asked of you. 
There was enough for me to keep busy with w|th*ut undertaking this additional 

chore. 1 did It not for pleasure of reward, '‘eithor Is possible. 



Lent February J hod suspicions of Rose, I asked s simple thing of you 
people, getting ne a picture so I could chuck bin out, *ou not only failed to 
do it, you not only twi let him know, you never o#co told me you bed no inten- 
tion of doing it, ^hio is and was your right, for neither one of us owna dny 
others. Hoover, when those who have cooperated with each other ask such things* 
he prasuraee a reasonable reouest will be honored or he’ll be told, and this,. I 
think, is a reasonable presumption. Need I remind you of ell the things I sent 
you, not even or/aiting your request? How. who t possible reason could 1 have bed 
for wanting this simple thing that mitigated against its being done? -Again, 
there could not, hf;vc been a p>rsonal thing here, I could have been wrong, but 
on who! basic could tala be assumed? Op assumed in silence? I mbs left to sit 
snu stevi', to waste much time inwriting arc phoning. No cne -ever said it would 
not be done, This, I submit, is no way to do things, 

3c, we have Rose, and all of you trust him, end your own Judgements 

you neither question nor permit to be questioned, L 
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’ v Now tell me what you have from Roso^nd ^tbos® associated with him 

that ia any way he 1]^ Gar risen or in any way edvanc© what we all seek? I tell 
you to look beck over what he came up with and oak yourself what would hove 

hvipooned if Jim he d unod any of it in public? Vfho would have survived It? 
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How go further and esk youself the total cost, in tims end money, of 
the combination of Rose and Bexley end Turner, on the basig of whet you already 
know, not whet is known but may not be to you, Of course, Hepburn Is part of 
this. Does the sum total edd a single word, even a gasp, that can be used in 
the pivotal thing, ^ira’s great and primary responsibility, the Shaw cose? 

KjMh v . • % - * ' . 

Not even a comma# / \ : V 

Perhaps e Period. Perhaps even an ex cic.1 filiation point. 

At thie point it behooves you to ask yourself what might have bean 
done with tb8t time end money, especially in Al ew Orleene, At come point you 
will know what woe real and ignored down there, ^of the countless viable end nk 
authenticated leads and wall-begun, in some cases, about completed investiga- 
tions ignored by Jim yet known to him, These ere thinge he could have done some- 
thing about, he not only didn’t} ho wouldn’t help when he could hove, They were 
less spectacular, not the kind of stuff that would make the national press to 
begin with. But they ere r al, might hove defle things that wcftild have rendered 
it impossible for the federal government to continue to pretend the Yferren 
il eport ia viable, refused. That was his right, his Judgement should be his 
own ^the great tragedy is tbit it hasn’t bsen). But, 8 a you have heard me say 
before, the barren Domini ssion had no monopoly on error. 




i 



• • I. * V ” 

Do I have to begin to suggest to you the consequences of your 
plural) dedication to ^epburn when the slightest independent analysis would 
eve told you it could not be for real? Need I recall to you anything more then 
the fortuia Jaffa pisaed away on it? Need I remind you that when I go to £fow 
Orleans to work, ^irn does not pay my fare, lodging, etc. There srn a few minor 
expanses, like whan 1 givo him microfilm for processing so he can have ito that 
1 ask touio to pay for, ia always very decent thie wey. So, J affe can get a 

grand veefftion and jb rhape make e few films he might, use for .his own purposes 
at the ex^l&nss of the investigation, doing nothing that can in any wey be used 
in court in heto Orleans even if he gets whet is true, while those who go 
down there to wojjk on what is directly relevant have to do it at their own expanee 

end as unwelcome poor relatives, 
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I cannot protend diapessiod about this, ft> r x Have mortgaged everything 
t own to do what 1 try, including what future I may have aid my wife a with it. 
About euch things I cannot be impersonal. N<* 1 face the neceeaity for go g 

tether? while what could have financed thia gathering was eouanaereci by 
those who should, naver have beeontrurted with the deciaion ons pending a cent 
to begin with or with the Judgement to conduct eny investigation under any 

^cumetano^^.. , , , 

Everyone will say nice things, but the fact will be that ®tbarswho 
might have done this have not, that those ^oouid afford end didntao it 
have not. helped with it end will not help with keeping methere. 
agreed to go there before the trial. 1 have to abandon oher work that I reg-r 

aa important to do this, as 1 hevo bed to in the past, but 
1 hsv» pgreed to atay there through the trial, to help prapure u-i it, e • 
ing this some period i crust in some vrey improvise a mwnoof reia^ about 

« b&M T' 

especially sgsittst the real cads. alleys me, thoy ore tfoxjt r ^ * 
not you 8T6 award o f tu®tU . i v * 
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ln vou finish' whHt'you ore doing on llepburn before you hoar from louia 

It not for the present or for history, for your own future aa a writer. 

1 dr not belie vr Boxley was a CIA agent. I think it more likely he . 
ie sick. I do not believe*' i« has any real reason to Vdoa. 

he hod other purposes in inclu n(, “ / yjhat j, a an a wa3 about 

not make any difference f o or wnat^Boxley an, exception, 

tc do ere the significant Iking-. * mvaotixatioa without any contribution 
even a minor one. ^c^too, has bled the ln^tigatiph* 

S.*SiMSo*WS «d ~.b.«i«uo. or « coois ^ *»» 

possibly be authenticated. . . „ . . 

To th„ ouostloc 

end the neodlee. til th., tountc e " elreedy fce too late. The 

take steps to learn it, am that ■ J nfl ?alm o r my have elraody wrecked 

record is this: Boxley, turner, » ~ 7 1 th ^im’s assent, they heve utterly 

ovary thing we have all worked so herd ^aU^tion. They have 

wasted every cent that has been contrived to iimsJ Lnveetl! getio ^ U .... 

kept him from bis knitting. »hfit more o . o . f or i t . a fcoye 

record, m should be learning * o will not nut on paper end In the media 

already established s Hepburn connection I will not put on , u 

„ . nn _ no tln0 f 0 r commentxon other? parts Of r>\n- letter. I «« 

f is now notio turn your credentials, you may regret it. 

S lnd you residue: . X J ^^jJolont. Remember the credits on -Farewell 

For Bouvanir value, a Xerox 1- mi atrial. ^ mamba r that you were 

America", which may already be enough tor a mist 1 . 
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part of It, without tho erodit line. ou*d best assume the pos ltllity that 
n epbu m ia the other aide anyway, '•ithout doubt, ha la not cure. 

*horo ia bo much thot cannot be undone, not leave any within 

your control. , f ‘ ^ 

Tboro is supposed to b© e ner nrrrngement in the office# Tike eo 
m*ny ngreeraenta end uadGretcndingSj it nuiy no t exi 3 t in Bny reel Eenee#^J ; iia ^ 
baa ©greed to It « He is loevintf the nctuel tcndling of the cene to ALcook, 
assisted by Scisrablfti end x von. They oro to restrict themselves IOC# to the 
u qt: ^rlsena stuff or vtwt ru la tea to it. Their immediate need is to propore for 
the trial. The most basic things heve not been done. Some of them ^ have been 
esked to do end will, Jim will devote himself to such things ss getting 
re-elected, for hie campaign is close now, Tho informality of the past is to be 
pent, vlth no extraneous investigations outside their jurisdiction. Certain 
things were eeeumed of me and x have, of ter ward, agreed, 1 do not expecto lm to 
get. on the phnne end spall this out to you, *^his, howeter, is tbe essence. I 
sugrset that when you spesk to ^ouis you can leorn for yourself whet be will be 
willing to sey on the phone. Of course, if the case loses, im will have the 
out, at least in hi? own mind, thnt othere did it. 
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That may very well be true, but ia o difioi'ent sense. 
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I also suggest thnt it ia net toe Boon to start considering your * 
own position and thnt of oil of *a if the court deciaion 1 3 adverse, *<>r n 
long tine, as perhaps you nay reeslt, 1 heve considered th-.t It ncy be 
decided on legsl technicalities rether then fact, x heve been quite explicit 
about one psirt of this, and here 1 refer to eric end tiort. 



If I do not give you a pretty picture I do, Inthlnk, give you 
an accurate one* Telco s good look at it. It tuny si ready be too la .9 to 
loam whut Bbould hove boon ao lone ago, whan no ona would listen. 
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Please ronombor, in these neBiorepda, what nioy be of crucial 
Impirtence is what may oeera to ba of the sllghest, the a lmple,^ cesu.l' 1 ’ - »• SP.IWpti Vf 
thing that i.« usually unnoticed. The pee*- reel connection for Hepburn 
dom*3 from whan he asw when. Mo one paid any attention to it. I checked it 
out. *t is n connection with what boa been eatabliahod, even to Jim ■ 
satisfaction, ea the other side. I did not tell him. i did tell wuia. 

So, when you make notea, include everyone anyone knows, no matter now lightly, 
everyone they to your knowledge saw. Although it can mean less to ma, 
please Include who yew saw where in Europe, wish deoc iptions. 

For whatever it is or mey bo worth to you, we all make mistakes, 
we ell have fallible judgements, we ell at some time do what it later turns out 
la "or mey have been the wronr thing. There was, certainly, no Conmiecion 
monopoly. Why, motive, i 3 tho controlling thing, at leest Uwerdly, 6 . 

where it really counts, when later oech of ua has to saseoe himaelf. If it 
turns out that you may have done whot was not for the beat, you will not ba 
o Iona any* more then I. X think your motive will not plague you. 

H e vo e good ysrr, sll of you. ^y best tc you rill. 



Sincoraly, 



